THE CANADIAN HISTORICAL REVIEW understood them very well. Here we encounter Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, and other American public men of the time; but no more than is necessary. Here also we get more than mere glimpses into politico-financial transactions that sought to build Anglo-American friendship by making it mutually profitable; but they leave the reviewer with the impression that the author has somewhat exaggerated their importance because she has not seen the whole of which they form a part. It must be admitted, however, that these glimpses are of real value to the student of Anglo-American relations.
At a time when Canada and the United States have newly become associates in a war in defence of their common interests, standards, and beliefs, this chronicle of old, unhappy, far-off things reads with special strangeness. Just over a century ago Canada was an armed camp, as she is today; but the preparations then being made were not undertaken in partnership with the republic against a common foe. They were designed, on the contrary, for the protection of Canadian soil against attack from the United States--against actual armed filibustering expeditions organized by private citizens, and against the definite apprehension of public war. It is unlikely, however, that anyone will argue that today's happier relationship renders the study of this ancient crisis improper. There is no better foundation for international understanding than the honest study of history; and if each of the two countries, profiting by such scholarly and impartial works as this, would strive to improve its knowledge of the history of the neighbour country and of its own relations with it, there would be good reason for anticipating the perpetuation and perhaps even the further betterment of the present close association.
Mr. Corey has ranged widely on both sides of the border in preparing this study. Its chief foundation is manuscript collections in Ottawa and Washington, but he has also drawn upon a large variety of official printed sources, newspapers, and monographs. (He has not done much in English sources, and one misses in his bibliography the British Hansard and the Parliamentary Papers, both of which contain much material germane to his subject.) His book will make future students senting over a century of the hiõtory of the state of Washington. In the main, the result has been quite satisfactory; particularly if the reader bears in mind the counsel that the documents were deliberately selected to illuminate and not to explain the events to which they refer.
Many source books in the past have tended, all too frequently, to overemphasize constitutional issues. In this respect this volume is a notable exception for all the phases of the evolution of Washington from an Indian hunting ground to statehood are adequately represented. The explorers, the fur traders, and the missionaries tell of their own experiences in pioneering. Considerable attention is also given to the original Indian inhabitants and to the problems arising from the coming 6f the white man. The constitutional issues involved first in the establishment of territorial government and still later of statehood, are clearly set out, and examples given of early legislation on economic and social problems. The early industrial life of the area--lumbering, mining, fishing, and agriculture, the coming of the railroads and the gradual development of manufacturing and commerce are all in turn illustrated.
To cover the period 1790-1895 in so limited an amount of print necessarily involved a good deal of arbitrary selection, but the wide range of the source material tapped is ample evidence of the desire of the editor to provide a well balanced
